TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

MINUTES OF JANUARY 10, 2006

TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Russell, Colvin, King, Parker, Gaskell and Spencer

Absent:  Thompson

Others:  Briggs, Sullivan

Audience:  33 +/-

1. Meeting convened at 7:30 PM

2. Minutes of December 13, 2005 are reviewed.  Corrections are suggested.  In item #5, fourth line, change “He” to “Mr. Roy”.  In lines eight through eleven, strike from “There are five parcels…. to end of “The parcel is zoned commercial”.  Add to read instead “Mr. Larrea gave a general description of the five parcels”.  In line seventeen, strike from “that meets the needs” through end of sentence.  On page two, third paragraph, change first sentence to read, “Other comments were received from the audience”.  In item #6, at bottom of page, delete “etc”.  In item #7, last sentence, change “It was concluded” to “Mr. Sullivan advised the Commission”.  On page three, replace last paragraph with “Because the Developers would like some time to address these issues, the applicant requests a postponement until the January PC meeting, or until such time as they are prepared to address the issues raised at this meeting, with the understanding that since the applicant is requesting the issue be postponed, the applicant agrees that the time period between the December 2005 and the January 2006 meeting shall not be considered as a part of the 90 day time period in which the PC is required to act.  There is a motion by King and seconded by Colvin to accept the minutes as modified.  Motion carries 6-0.

3. Communications.  1.  There will be a workshop “Basic Planning and Zoning” to be held at the Governmental Center Building in Elk Rapids on February 11, 2006. If interested, see Russell.  2.  Milton Township Planning Commission minutes have been received.  3.  Letters were received regarding the Peterson property.  Mr. Russell will put them in the file and read them at the next meeting or when they come in.  

4. Concerns of the Public.  From the audience, Becky Norris suggests the commission consider establishing a policy about “when the clock is running and when it is not”.  She also suggests the commission look at the zoning ordinance, which permits Bed & Breakfast establishments in the Commercial Zone, but is inconsistent with the B&B requirement that they be in the residence of the owner, since residences are not permitted in Commercial.

5. Water’s Edge Site Plan Review.  A letter received from Ed Roy is read into the record.  It is a request that the Planning Commission continue the hearing, previously scheduled for January 10th, be adjourned to the next PC meeting, which is February 14, 2006.  The memo was received in the office January 9, 2006.  There is discussion of the timing of the letter and whether the January meeting should be counted as a missed meeting.  Sullivan reads from the Zoning Ordinance, section 18.05 A, which states that the applicant must be present at any meeting at which the site plan is to be considered.  If the applicant not be present for two consecutive meetings at which the site plan is an agenda item, the site plan shall be rejected by the Planning Commission.  It may be submitted at a later date as a new application.  There is a motion by Gaskell and seconded by Russell, based on the letter received from Mr. Roy January 9, 2006 that we postpone the Site Plan review until February 14th meeting.  Motion passes 6-0.  There is a motion by Gaskell and seconded by Colvin that a letter be sent to Mr. Roy, notifying him that missing two meetings in a row cancels the site plan review.  The meeting of January 10th counts as the first missed meeting.  Refer to the ordinance section 18.05 A.  Motion carries 6-0.  

6. Barr’s Forrest Estates.  Mr. Barr speaks representing his wife Carol tonight.  This is a condominium Site Plan for 20 acres off Wildwood Lane that will be developed into 9 lots ranging in size from 1 acre to 6 acres.  Permits have been received from DEQ, and as far as Mr. Barr is aware, they have qualified for all requirements at this point.  Briggs mentions a letter he received today from the Health Department in response to his request for Agency Review.  They outline a number of concerns that have not been fully addressed.  Mr. Barr thought the letter sent by Denny Ireland clarified the issue of the water samples taken.

A memo from the Fire Chief, received today, states that he requires a 10,000-gallon water tank by the entrance to the development.  Mr. Barr is unhappy with the chief’s letter only today informing him of the need for a tank.  

The site plan application is reviewed and found to be complete.  The issues that need to be addressed include:

1.  10 large copies of the plan need to be provided

2.  Meet with Chief regarding the location of fire tanks and deed 

3.  Follow up with the Health department and sign off from them on the well issue

4.  Specify on the Site Plan which lots are zoned what (they are all R2)

5.  Correcting Forrest Beach Road

There is a motion to postpone Barr’s Forrest Estate until February 14th meeting.  Motion carries 6-0.

7.  Antenna Height.  Mr. Sullivan reports of no change in legislation regarding the height of antennas.  He suggests that the PC can make changes in the Ordinance language, but he sees no compelling reason to change. Motion by Russell and seconded by Parker not to change the Zoning Ordinance.  Motion carries 6-0.  

8. Discussion of Short Term Rental.  There is a motion by Gaskell to postpone further discussion of rental issue until May meeting.  Motion dies for lack of second.  Mr. Spencer is interested in pursuing a public survey.  Mr. King agrees, as do the other commission members.  There is a motion by Russell and seconded by Colvin to create a sub committee, made up of Parker, Spencer and Colvin to work on draft survey and report at next meeting.  Motion carries 6-0.  

9.  Land Use Plan and Maps.  Sullivan submits an estimate for review by the Commission received from the Northwest Michigan Council of Governments for mapping service.  He has a sample map that he can bring to the next meeting.  He is not yet ready to recommend this service to the board.

10. Concerns of the Commission.  There were none.  There is a motion to adjourn at 10:07 PM.  Motion carries 6-0.  

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.  

Kathy S. Windiate

Recording Secretary

